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COUNIRY 1 Chima
. Attempted
SUBJECT s Assassipation of LIN Pleo
- 25X1
DATE OF INFORMATION; 26 May 1947
- 'The following report win nttunpt & oompilation of the various and
lﬂm sonflicting reports oomeerning the shooting or attempted shooting or
rumars of shoot of Genersl m Pino. Communist militery commander of
foroes ix"mhurmmu. S v _
25X1 1 T o -
25X1 | ' Jinformticn comcr$ the rumored o
assassinetion of LIN Piso In Jate March or early April 25X1

| the ascount of the event Is almost
Ohangohun newspapers, though with a few

X WITH Thet Tound I
sdditional details supplied.

On the Tth of April, 1947, at 1000 in the morning, & conference was
‘held at Harbin between General LIN Plao, -iliury emnder of the Communists
&nwhuria, and Mayor LIV cheng-tung { o ) of Harbirn, militery

“
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direetor of opsrations for the Sungohisng Distriet area, Various military
unit comuanders wers present, and a stormy oonference ensued for about thrse
hours. The main subject of argument was digsension by LIU smd argument o5y
againat LIN Plac's sirategy in the Februsry-¥aroh campaign sgainst Changohun

- and Kirin, end the latter's plan for re-attempting such a drive, LIN

raportedly had been in faver of taking both Changchun ead Kirin by foroce[ |
20 matter what the gost, for sake of prestige and for control of central
Manedurie; LIU violently opposed and attagked this idea, stating thet the
February attack had been fer too sostly because of LIN'a determimation to do
that, and thet it would be far better to oonsolidate the Cosmunist lines as
they were, oarry on guerrills warfare, and await an eventual weakening of

She Nationalist position wt which time the Communist military could sattaok

in & wide arc, seize grain and military supplies, and then retreat strategi-
eally to prepared positions, As the srgument grew hotter, spparently LIU
mads scme remerk to the effect thet LIN's obseasion for teking Changechun

even in the face of high eshelon opposition was ccmplete folly end responmible
for Communist reverses im Manochuris, This inswbordinstiom apparently
infurlsted LIN, who drew a small onliber pistol to shoot LIU. At a sign

from LIV, his bodyguard and hepohman, CHANG Haueh-Iin (28 year old younger
brather of the Young Marshall, Cheng HsueheShih and Chang Hsuekh Ming),
Qquiekly drew his own weapom, a Mauser pistol, and shot LIN in the abdamen.
LIN in falling, fired at CHANG and killed him., LIU was held in oustody and

- subsequently executed. Lﬂgggmhod $0 the hospital, and died two days 25X1

later on May 9th, LI Li-San sisried therough imvestigation of the shooting
when he heard about it in Chis Mu-SSu. He was ia no way implicated, There

- were no Xorean leaders -mlngt or concerned in the shooting. | |

| No drinking of alecoholio beverages yas in evi=
o¢ &8 & possible stimulus to unpremeditated shooting,

[ Jeriginally olafued | | that the  25%)
shooting of LIN Plao ocourred on 29 Merok in s lats afternmoon discussion

_#f strategy with Harbin military leadors. |

AFAYAL, he malntalined thet CHANG shot LIN without authorisation or sigmal,
and ﬂ!ﬂ% the argument was quite general in nature, with several minor ailitary
dsaders apguing openly with LIN and threate him, His lster version
placed h% e of the shooting as May 8th[’Apnd .
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the mideApril Changohun snd dukde: news story of the desth of Li¥ Piao mighty 4
be ommplotely without truth., It was his opiaion, however, that LI} was mot
shot at any cenferensce with dayor LIV (or Mayor LIU's brother, a loeal mili-
APy sommarde: : the youngest of the QHANG brothers. | I
:elieved that LIX had been sub jested to an sassssin-
¥ iye by An unknown group of agents, and that at worst ouly &« flesh
m%gl had inflicted. His opinion was timt Eationalist intslligence
Souress were doing scme wighful thipking, but sireulaied the story of LIN's
le than because aof resl belief in it, | | 25X1
the attespted shooting adght have besn the work of either
enklist agentd, or hirelings of & rival Communist slique or a Eanchurian
for the Manshurls group, tut that proo was eatirely lsokiag. However, it
444 asem evident from the extreme Ssourity measures and hushingeup polioy of
the Communists in Harbis that such an sssaseination attempt had teen made,
Yt with word of some pecple thet LIN had Fe=sppeared in putlic after a three-
woek "retiremsnt®, that the sttempt bad falled. He placed the date unoertainly
&4 samsting about the begimning of April. :

The most that ocan be deduoted, | | from the sscounts ofSX’
various refugees oonoerning the LiN Piac Inaldsnt 1s Shat it appears to be an
sxtrensly “well-founded rumor®. The chief besis for celisf that an assassin-
ation sttempt was made 18 the oloek of 860reay aad careful avoidancs of amy
dissussion of the event - & dental without Any elearout irrefutable proof that
She avws item was untruc, and stienpted suppression of any at.sapt to clerify
the situation et all, Yhereas this resstion might be only mstural, [ Josx1

[Fefugess in question sensed & certaln tenseness and strain on the

I
situstien, which added %o "leakags" FUROrs, ware a bi% extreordinary. The

o8t esouslistent rumor /[ - 25X1
[ _| was that the asssssization sttampt was & premeditated

attaok ut a Mesting betwesn LI¥ and warious Korean end Chinese Comcunist milie
tary leaders. The attack was made by severs]l Korean lesders, who had for

some time folt that LIX wes a stuntling ilook to the plans of their aeligue

for sontrel in Lanchuris. The reports vary tetween LIN dying of wounds reseived
%o LIN recovering repidly from minor wounds sustained, sad the zewpe of the
struggle varies betwesn s man-for-map gwn fight between LIN and a ®trigger man®
sad & fulleseals brawl.  However, LF‘ again the most persisten
and wsll-founded and beste-informed ports Indicate that the sheoting becsme &
WM& genarsl Lf very brief, and that the figure of Xorsars aad Chiness implie
oated ware aine and two Feapsctively, and that all of those who had not :Leen
shot on the spot were exccuted immedistely afterwards. | the 25X1

date of the shooting 4s placed (by rumer) at somewhere around April G- 0*&?1}

e the 8th, LI¥ supposodly recovered | . 25X

 supervision of news was very striot, [ | It 1s Iateresting to note
25X1
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hat the "best-inferwed” rumer ' slsc lndisated Korsan-Li Li-San 25X1
_mmourm &t lesst partially confirmed

| predioted on Lasis of "goed
Lii’inﬂi'wt;mxmcﬂuﬁuummau:uh

hmmwﬂim”mhmtcwmat ! i
‘ , gatheri in and egui
newd, esspeeislly to trade the former with the Soviets for nﬁwg; lﬁaiau::)-r

|ct the ied
(april i-l'u')mu mentioned as that during whiok the "unf::n-

tn® '“"ﬁ: id, ot that tise, although there wers
4 i Ssuaral raners of all serts
siut)smﬂuuﬂn&ot“#tkm&sh&t,u%—
been yot offered. | ] 25Xt
later (in mid=ipril] that an sssassization :

awmmmghgmmmuqm-mmm used
Koreans &: "samnon fodder” and sxpendaile shoek trecps during t:e ;cw;:;'
upaiss op Chemgobum, had scnsistently refussd to so~operata with Koreaa
%02y lendera, snd overrode requests and ordsrs of the Centrsl. eguneil at
Bu=Bau 85 he pleased. The assassination Mad reaportedly felled, with Lis

Sly weuntad. Yot slthough LI Li~San backed up the seeret .nvestigations

o LIi's death vary firaly on the surfacs, he, or at least some
mexbar of his Intermaticsal Cligus mt:al wars that
adbonpt @uld bs sede om LIN's 1ife et Farbin.’ | y e = |  25X1
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